
ACTIVE ARCHIVE: Martha McDonald | Process + Performance
 

We're thrilled to announce that BMCM+AC received a
$14,000 award from the North Carolina Arts Council to
support our upcoming ACTIVE ARCHIVE project with
Martha McDonald opening on September 21 in both of
our gallery spaces at 56 + 69 Broadway in downtown
Asheville.

Thank you NCAC! This funding supports McDonald to
research and curate a permanent collection exhibition,
create new work work in response to her research and
for BMCM+AC to publish a catalogue that features our
collection and McDonald's work.

ACTIVE ARCHIVE is a stream of programs that pairs the
museum’s extensive collection with contemporary
artists, curators, and cultural thinkers. For more info
on ACTIVE ARCHIVE please visit our website.

Xanti Schawinsky, Untitled, n.d., painting and pencil on print, 26 x 17.625 inches. Black Mountain
College Museum + Arts Center Collection. Gift of Brian E. Butler.

* Please Note: Our doors will be closed through September 20th as we transition our
galleries.

Upcoming Events
 
ReVIEWING 9 International Conference on Black Mountain College
September 28 - October 1 {UNC Asheville}
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Buy your tickets now for BMCM+AC’s annual ReVIEWING Black
Mountain College conference in partnership with University of
North Carolina Asheville. ReVIEWING 9 will feature over 60
interdisciplinary presenters from across the United States as
well as Lithuania, Russia, and Canada. Topics addressed will
include the artistic practices of BMC artists Josef and Anni
Albers, Ruth Asawa, Ray Johnson, Merce Cunningham, and
John Cage as well as the poetics of Charles Olson, Robert
Creeley, Hilda Morley, and John Weiners.

The conference will feature two keynote addresses from
interdisciplinary artist Mel Chin and the Creative Team behind

Black Mountain Songs including Gus Solomons, Dianne Berkun Menaker, and Maureen
Towey. A tour of the historic BMC Campus at Lake Eden will be held Sunday, October 1st.

Tickets are available for the conference, keynotes, and tour through Brown Paper
Tickets. 

PERFORMANCE
September 28 + 29 | 8pm {Diana Wortham Theatre}

Black Mountain Songs

Black Mountain College Museum + Arts Center and
UNC Asheville present the Southeast premiere of
Black Mountain Songs, an expansive choral and
visual work performed by the Brooklyn Youth Chorus
and curated by Bryce Dessner (The National) and
Richard Reed Parry (Arcade Fire). Eight composers in
total, including Dessner and Parry along with
Pulitzer Prize-winner Caroline Shaw, Nico Muhly,
Aleksandra Vrebalov, John King, Tim Hecker, and
Jherek Bischoff, collaborated with filmmaker Matt
Wolf to create the renowned piece celebrating the
legacy of BMC. 

Tickets Available Here: $20 adults / $12 youth 18 + under

PERFORMANCE
Friday, September 29 | 5:30pm {69 Broadway} 

Music for Modernist Shapes: Reimagining
Spectodrama

Performance artist Martha McDonald and
composer/multi-instrumentalist Laura Baird perform
in McDonald’s installation, Music for Modernist
Shapes: Reimagining Spectodrama during
the Opening Reception for ACTIVE ARCHIVE: Martha
McDonald.

FREE

Photo: Helen Post Modley, Spectodrama, 1936-1937. Courtesy of Michael Reid. 
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CLICK HERE FOR ALL OF OUR FALL EVENTS!

Black Mountain College Radio
Episode IV with Mel Chin

Have you heard our latest episode of BMC Radio? Our
fourth episode is an interview with conceptual artist
Mel Chin, who will be giving a keynote address at our
upcoming ReVIEWING 9 conference. We discuss the
social and political side of his works, the process of
dismantling personal and societal delusions, and how
art can facilitate the creation of a more just and
invigorating society. 

Transcripts of Episodes 1 - 3 are now available on our
website including interviews with curators, makers and
performers as well as features on exhibited artists like
Robert Motherwell + Frank Hursh. 

LISTEN TO ALL 4 EPISODES ON SOUNDCLOUD

Essential Reading
 
Black Mountain Days
Michael Rumaker

This book serves as an articulate memoir chronicling the
atmosphere of the legendary Black Mountain College during
its final years under the leadership of Charles Olson.
Uninterested in romanticizing the college and its cast of
notable alumni, Rumaker imparts a personal account of the
community, painting keen and multifaceted portraits of
those who were there. Jonathan Williams claimed that “the
reader feels that he/she is there, living through Black
Mountain’s endless difficulties in the most intimate way.”
Rumaker, as a gay man, also provides insight into the gender
dynamics and sexual attitudes of the times and within the
college, which was located in the rural South. 
 

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE FOR MORE 

As always, we thank you for your continued support, which sustains the museum in our efforts to preserve
the legacy of Black Mountain College through programming and exhibitions. Please consider a tax-
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deductible donation or membership; however, there are myriad other ways to support us, too:
through volunteer efforts, with your likes, re-posts, and comments on social media, and by attending our
events, fundraisers, exhibitions, and annual conference. 
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